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Someone types a (1 ) into a laptop, and Actroid-DER jerks* upright. She raises her arms
and the corners of her mouth lift to form a smile. She blinks, then turns her face toward me. “Are
you surprised that I'm a robot?” she asks. “I look just like a human, don't I?”

Her comment has the effect of drawing my attention to the many ways that she does not.
Developed in Japan by the Kokoro Company, the Actroid-DER android* can be rented to serve as a
kind of receptionist at corporate events, a role that admittedly” is not the most demanding. But
(2 ) the $250,000 spent on the development, Yume, as she is known, moves jerkily*, and her
inelastic* features give her lovely face a crazed* look. She also appears to nod off between remarks,
like a person who has lost interest in a conversation.

Actroid androids are part of a new generation of robots, designed to function not as industrial
machines but as agents capable of taking on roles in our homes, schools, and offices: cooking, folding
the laundry, even babysitting our children. “In five or ten years, robots will routinely be functioning
in human environments,” says Reid Simmons, a professor at Carnegie Mellon University.

( apouch a prospect leads to a cascade of questions. How much everyday human function do we

want in our machines? What should they look like? Do we want androids like Yume in our kitchens,
or are they just creepy*® Will these robots change the way we relate to one another?

In another building not far away, HERB sits motionless, lost in thought. ( 3 ) Home
Exploring Robotic Butler, HERB is being developed by Carnegie Mellon as a prototype service bot
to care for the elderly and disabled. With Segway wheels for legs and computers for a body, HERB
isn't going to win any prizes for beauty. But unlike Yume, HERB does have something like a mental
life.

Traditional robots can be programmed to (4 ) very precise actions, but only within a very
structured environment, like a factory production line. HERB is being programmed to “think” for
himself : to negotiate human spaces and move around without bumping into people who are
themselves in motion. HERB'’s perception system consists of a video camera and a laser navigation
device which control his mechanical arm. The arm is pressure-sensitive: a necessity if he is to help
an elderly widow to the bathroom without catapulting® her through the door.

HERB can pick up a juice box, hold it upright, and place it down again gently. He can tell its
shape and how easily it can break. To (B)the uninitiated, these accomplishments might seem
unimpressive. Picking up a drink is not a very difficult task for most of us. It's also a simple act for
an industrial robot programmed for that specific action. ( 5 ) the difference between a social
robot like HERB and a conventional factory bot is that HERB knows the object is a juice box, and

not a teacup or a glass of milk. This understanding involves a great deal of mathematics and



computer science, but it boils down to* taking in information and processing it intelligently in the

context of what he already knows about his world.
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@O command @ length ® width @ guide

(2)

D in addition to 2 onaccount of @ on the basisof @ in spite of

(3)

@ In favor of @ Short for ®  Admitting @ Given

(@ [ 4]

@ carry out 2 make for ® take over @ turn out

(5)

D Besides @ Otherwise 3 But @) Therefore
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(1) Some people may think Yume has no interest in a conversation because she seems to

for a short time. E

D smile broadly @ breathe deeply @ fall asleep @ take action

(2) In the near future, a new generation of robots will be functioning in human society on a

basis, according to a professor.

@ routine (2 particular ® peculiar @ crazy

(3) One of the questions about robots is whether they will change our way of to one

another.
@ looking @ relating 3 studying @ living

(4) HERB is being developed as a prototype service robot to the elderly and disabled.

L9

@O pay off @ get rid of ® look into @ take care of
(5) Having Segway wheels and computers, HERB is a beautiful thing.
@ regarded as @ far from (3 nothing but @ above all
(6) HERB is being programmed to “think” for himself, traditional robots.
D in proportion to @ as well as (® in contrast with @ in connection with
(7) HERB is to pressure, so he can pick up a juice box without breaking it, hold it

upright, and put it down softly.

D sensitive @ inferior @ available @ subject



(8) HERB's action of picking up a drink may seem to be to many people.
@ precious 2 complicated ® strange @ simple
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A new generation of robots will be entering our daily life in the near future.
A new generation of robots will be designed to function as industrial machines.

People will make a lot of robots which ask us a number of useful questions.

®» ©® © ©

People will make a lot of robots which show much interest in conversations.
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D people who are interested in computers and know about them
(2 people who are boring, stupid and not fashionable

(@ people who have a high level of knowledge or skill in something
@

people who have no special knowledge and experience of something
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HERB is excellent in that he gathers information and ( ) situations intelligently on the

basis of the knowledge and experience he has acquired.

D gets away with @ deals with 3 negotiates with @ gets along with
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Question: What makes Actroid-DER look crazed?

Raising her arms and lifting the corners of her mouth.
Her mechanical comments which draw the writer’s attention.

Corporate events at which she serves as a receptionist.

®» ©® © ©

Her jerky movements and the inelastic features on her face.



: Hi, Tom. Are you coming to the party this Saturday?
> Sorry, but I can't. I have to help my grandfather weed the garden.
2 ( ) You will have a chance to talk with Mr. Baker.

: Oh, really? He's famous as a jazz pianist. Then I will weed the garden some other time.

Can'’t you change the schedule?
Are you busy organizing the party?
You should help your grandfather.

You should weed the garden.

: Can I borrow books from this library?
> You can, if you work or live in this town.
( )

: Then, would you please fill in this form?

I prefer this town. @ In fact, I do.
I wish I could. @ 1 can't do that.

N
o

@ o> W o

® @ 0 6

: Hi, Mike. ( )
- Hi, Ken. I'm going to the gym. Why don’t you go with me?
. T have to work part-time now.

: Oh, I see. See you later.

How often do you go to the sports gym?
What are you going to major in?
When are you going on a trip?

Where are you heading?
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. Let’s leave now. I want to have lunch before we see the movie.
:( )
* In that case, the restaurant will be crowded.

. I see. OK. Let’s have lunch first.

Well, we can eat lunch at home. (2 Well, we should have lunch.

Well, we can eat after the movie. @ Well, we can take a box lunch.

N
N

W o> W

©

: What is your new place like?
. It’s spacious and gets plenty of sunlight, but ...
: Any problems?
( )
My place is conveniently located. @ The rent is reasonable.

My apartment faces a busy street. @ It commands a fine view.
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2%H:[ 28 | 4®H:[ 24 |

Those present ( @O up @ to @ expected @ Tom ® turn ) at the

meeting.

(2) H—, boLIFWPLETHLH6IL, HEZR CEMEEZ LTS v,
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(@ information @ need @ should @ more (& you ), please feel free

to call us.
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My children are always ( @O program @ over (® which @ quarreling
® they ) should watch.
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I thought Meg needed Jeff, but it ( @O around 2 other @ the @ was
® way ).

(5) I L LSRN ENFS Tz,

2%H:[ 31 | 4%H:[ 32 |

There werenot ( O people @ a @ board @ few (& on ) the ship.
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(1) Tom and his family moved to the town, ( ) he grew up.
@ which @ that ® what @ where
(2) Why Nancy gave up her studies is ( ) my comprehension.
@ beyond @ by ® on @ out
(3) I wil always ( ) by you when you are in trouble in this country.
@ support @ help (3 stand 4@ assist
(4) T d like to get my digital camera ( ) at that shop.
@ repair @ repaired @ to repair @ De repaired
(5) Tom tries to do exercises every morning to ( ) fit.
@ make @ turn @ put @ keep
(6) I never see those photos ( ) remembering my happy days in Germany.
@ with @ upto ®  without @ out of
(7) Nancy can ride a motorbike, to say ( ) of a bicycle.
D something (2 nothing ® anything @ much
(8) George suffered a serious injury while ( ) American football two days ago.

@ playing @ played 3 had played @ to play



(9)  What do you ( ) to talking about it over coffee?

@D mention @ tell ® say @ stand
10 ( ) you have to do is push this button.

O When 2 How 3 Which @ Al
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