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Manga (literally ‘funny pictures’) is a generic term that covers cartoons, comic strips,
and caricatures. In 2011 the sales value of manga books and magazines comprised some
22 percent of all published titles in Japan. The total circulation of manga books and
magazines exceeds 968 million copies, approximately one-third of the total distribution
of all publications combined,' a pattern that does not exist in any other industrialized
society. The weekly manga magazine for young boys, Shitkan Shonen Jump, sells some
2.9 million copies per week and is the bestselling magazine in Japan. Shitkan Shonen
Magazine occupies second place, selling 1.5 million copies per week.? More than two
thousand comic books are published every year. Many of these books and magazines
are story manga that have clear themes and narratives. Further, amateur manga writers
publish their own magazines, often with a small coterie of enthusiasts, and sell them
through private channels or at the so-called comic markets (abbreviated as comike),
where like-minded manga lovers exchange information and market their products.

1. Shuppan Kagaku Kenkytisho 2012, pp. 3-4 and 231.

2. Shuppan Kagaku Kenkyiisho 2012, pp. 238-40.

Shuppan Kagaku Kenkytisho 2012, Shuppan shihyo nenpo 2012 (Annual report on publication indicators

2012). Tokyo: Zenkoku Shuppan Kyodkai Shuppan Kagaku Kenkyiisho (Research Institute for
Publications of the Japan Publication Association).

(An Introduction to Japanese Society by Yoshio Sugimoto, © Yoshio Sugimoto 2014.

Reproduced with permission of Cambridge University Press.)
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